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SUBJECT: BELGIAN QUERY ON NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
REF: OECD PARIS 12855 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION MAY 5, BELGIAN DEL ASKED 

IF LE MONDE ARTICLE SUMMARIZED REFTEL WAS CORRECT IN 
ASSERTING THAT U. S. AUTHORITIES NOW LOOK WITH FAVOR 
ON SALES OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO CHINA. 

2. US DEL REPLIED THAT HE HAD NO INFORMATION TO THIS 
EFFECT. REFERRING SPECIFICALLY TO THE SPEY ENGINE DEAL, 

HE RECALLED THAT THE US HAD OBJECTED TO IT IN 

COCOM IN 1973. HE SAID WE HAD DEPLORED THE BYPASSING 
OF COCOM BUT HAD NOT OPPOSED THE SALE WHEN UK FINALLY 
DECIDED TO PROCEED WITH IT. 


3. FOREGOING WAS PREPARED BEFORE STATE 1 10537 WAS RE- 
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